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Fig. 7. 1. Knife from the lower Acheulian Ievel. - 2. Chopping tool from the lower Acheulian Ievel. 
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Fig. 8. 1. Chopping tool from the lower Acheulian Ievel found in verrical attitude (the edge exposed to surface marked X). 
- 2. Pick from surface. 



Excavation of a new Acheulian occupation site at Hunsgi, peninsular India 151 

2 

3 

0 I 2 ..___.___. 
CMS 

Fig .. 9. 1. Polyhedron from surface. - 2. Polyhedron from the upper Acheulian Ievel. - 3. Perfora to r from rhe lower 
Acheulian Ievel. - 4. Anvil stone from surface. 
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Chopping tools 

Polyhedron 

Perforator 

Utilized tabular piece 

Flakes 

Indeterminately worked nuclei 
Total 

3 (Fig 8, No. 1) 

1 

1 (Fig. 9, No. 3) 

1 

3 (Fig. 10, No. 3) 

4 
13 

153 

This duster is associated with about one dozen Iimestone slabs and nodules of other rocks like chert, all 

measuring between 6 and 9 cm. in size. 

What is the raison d'etre of these artefact concentrations? At the moment it is difficult to give a final 

answer. One possible interpretation is that they mark the spots of tool-manufacture. Another explanation 
(which sounds more probable) is that they represent activity areas where animal and vegetable foods were pro

cessed. In this connection it is important to note that, in the lower Acheulian horizon, four artefacts have been 

found lying in vertical positions (two each in clusters 1 and 2). In grid square B-4 a cleaver has been found with 

one of the lateral edges (the opposite one being blunt) lying at an angle of 60 o (PI. XVI, 4; Fig. 4). In grid C-4 a 

!arge, cleaver-like flake has been found with one of the lateral edges placed in fully vertical position (Fig. 10, 
No. 4). In grid square B-7 another flake (Fig. 10, No. 3) and a chopping tool (or prepared core?) have been 

found in a similar attitude (PI. XVI, 3); the butt-end of the latter artefact is unworked and lies embedded in the 

soil (Fig. 8, No. 1). In East Africa such peculiar attitudes have been taken to suggest that the artefacts were utili

zed as fixed tools in the ground and that the material tobe worked or treated (meat, fruits, vegetables, etc.) was 

manipulated against the projecting edge of the artefact (Kleindienst and Keller 1976). But the difficulty in unre

servedly accepting such an interpretation in the case of our site is that there are no faunal or botanical remains 
which could serve as a corroborative evidence 1 . Secondly, in some cases such attitudes could be merely fortui

tous, considering the open-air character of the sites and the in si tu weathering of granite resulting in the forma

tion of gruss. However, these peculiar attitudes of tools are an aspect which cannot be dismissed as of no impor

tance in the Stone Age studies but should be understood in the light of data from future excavations. 

The Lithic Industry 

The top two layers of the trench (1 to 20 cm. and 21 to 30 cm. Ievels) have yielded Mediaeval pottery and 

Mesolithic artefacts together with a small number of Iimestone chips and flakes. But these collections are not 

included in the present study. The upper and lower Acheulian Ievels proper have yielded 243 and 930 speci

mens, respectively. Since some of the specimens bear thick carbonate encrustation, it is possible that a few 

examples may have to be discarded or typologically rearranged after final cleaning. In the present study only 
artefacts measuring above 5 cm. are taken into consideration. In order to obtain a better picture of the industry, 

the specimens collected on surface from the locality over a period of two years are also included here. 

As in the case of assemblages from other Acheulian sites in the valley, Iimestone is the principal raw material 

of the collections from this locality. Both slabs and rounded pieces were employed as blanks. The use of other 

rocks like chert and quartzite is but a minor feature. Although some of the specimens bear thick carbonate en

crustation, the artefacts are in fresh condition. This feature, as supported by the occurence of a !arge quantity of 

waste products and blanks of raw material, proves that the manufacture of tools took place locally. The 

following artefact types are represented in the assemblage: 

1 Soil samples from the present excavation have been submitted to Dr. Vishnu-Mittre of the Birbal Sahni Institute of 
Palaeo-botany, Lucknow, for palynological studies. In a personal communication Dr. Vishnu-Mittre confirms the presence of 
polen grains in some of the samples. The final report on his study is awaited. 
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Surface Acheulia n Acheulian Total 
horizon 1 h or iz o n 2 

(30-50 cm.) (50-80 cm.) 

I. Shaped Tools 

1. Cleavers 9 3 2 14 
2. Handaxes 10 2 12 
3. Knives 4 1 1 6 
4. Chopping tools 2 8 10 
5. Picks 2 1 3 
6. Polyhedrons 3 3 2 8 
7. Serapers 2 2 
8. Perforators 2 2 
9. Backed tool 1 1 

II. Utilized Pieces 

1. Anvil stones 2 1 3 
2. Hammerstones 3 1 1 5 
3. Utilized flakes 2 9 11 

4. Utilized tabular piece 1 1 

111. Debitage 

1. Cores 1 3 6 10 
2. lndeterminately worked nuclei 3 2 25 30 
3. Flak es 2 12 14 
4. Waste pieces 4 17 21 

Total 41 22 90 153 

Cleavers are made on both slabs and flakes (Figs. 3-4 ). The shapes represented are parallel-sided, convergent 

and divergent. The cross-sections are invariably thick. One specimen has a guillotine-type edge; in three cases 

the edge belongs to the ultra-convergent type. Almost all the handaxes are made on whole blanks (slabs and 

rounded nuclei) and belong to the pointed group (Fig. 5; Fig. 6, No. 1). As in the case of cleavers, the cross-sec

tions are thick and irregular. The flake-scars are large and deep, thereby implying the employment of stone 

hammer technique. Knives are made on thick flakes and constitute the most characteristic artefact type of the 
industry (Fig. 6, No. 2 and Fig. 7, No. 1). One of the lateral margins of the flake is steeply worked from ventral 

surface. The working edge, located on the opposite margin, is sharp and arc-shaped. Chopping tools are made 

on slabs and rounded nuclei; the working edge is bifacially treated in most of the specimens (Fig. 7, No. 2 and 

Fig. 8, No. 1). Picks are made on elongate slabs by chipping the lateral margins bifacially (Fig. 8, No. 2). The 

butt-end is untrimmed; the cross-section is triangular or trapezoidal. Polyhedrons show shallow flaking all over 

the body; several sharp ridges are formed at the intersection of these flake-scars (Fig. 9, Nos. 1 and 2). Perfora

tors are made on thick blanks; the margins are worked and converge to form a borer-like working end (Fig. 9, 
No. 3). 

All the three anvil stones are of Iimestone (Fig. 9, No. 4). Theseare circular in outline and show batter-marks 

around the periphery. One of the specimens found on surface is short cylindrical in shape, measuring 20 cm. in 

height and 15 cm. in diameter. The three hammerstones found on surface (two of dolerite and one of quartzite) 

are spherical in shape and show pecking marks over the body. lt is quite probable that they belong to a later 
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cultural phase. The specimen from the upper Acheulian Ievel (Fig. 10, No. 1) is a flat-bodied Iimestone nodule; 
its ends show batter-marks. Of the six cores found in the lower Acheulian Ievel, one is a prepared core with the 

flake already struck off (Fig. 10, No. 2). 

In terms of raw material as weil as typological and technological considerations, the assemblage compares 

weil with the one excavated from Locality V and also those from other sites in the valley. The employment of 

stone hammer tehnique, the pointed forms of handaxes, and the occurrence of artefact types like polyhedrons, 
picks, chopping tools and knives ascribe an Early Acheulian character to the collections. 

To sum up the study, the present excavation goes to confirm the evidence obtained at Locality V as to the 

preference shown by the Acheulian inhabitants of the valley in the selection for camping purposes of naturally 

formed open grounds on local eminences or ridges of rock overlooking the streams. This feature has also been 

observed at several surface sites of the Acheulian and Mesolithic cultures. So it would seem that the use of such 

naturally formed open areas surrounded by boulders of rock as home bases was an established tradition with 
the Stone Age settlers of the valley. Secondly, the artefactual assemblage from the present excavation confirms 

the Early Acheulian character of the industry. 
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K. Paddayya, Hunsgi PI. XIV 

1. View from south of the Acheulian locality VI at Hunsgi. The stone blocks (granite boulders 
and Iimestone slabs) in the foreground form part of the field bund marking the southern Iimit of 

the locality. 

HUNSGI NULLAH 

1.. Close-up from east of the southern part of the Acheulian locality VI at Hunsgi. The granite 
blocks in the foreground were quarried from an area slightly away from the spot (Trial Pit No. 1 
dug in 1977) where the two persons are sitting and placed in their present positions in March 

1976. 
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1. View from south of the upper Acheulian horizon (30- 50 cm. Ievel) exposed in 
Trench 1, Locality VI at Hunsgi. The duster of !arge artefacts in C-6 and D-6/7 grid 

squares is indicated by the Ietter X. 

2. View from south of the lower Acheulian horizon (50-80 cm. Ievel) exposed in 
Trench 1, Locality VI at Hunsgi. Note the occurrence of !arge artefacts to the west of 

the nortwest-southeast running line of granite blocks. 

3. View from west of the northwest-southeast running row of granite blocks exposed 
in the lower Acheulian occupation horizon of trench 1, Locality VI at Hunsgi. Note 
the clusters of !arge artefacts exposed in B-3/4-C-3/4 and B-7 /8-C-7 /8 grid 

squares which are respectively indicated by the Ietcers A and B. 
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